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The new arrival comes by 
way of Hong Kong. She is a 
freshman at Tulsa Univer-
sity. This is her first time in 
the United States and her 
“English” name is Queenie. 

I drove up to the airport to 
pick up a person I had never 
met and who was from an-
other country. I went up to 
her and asked if she was 
___ ___ and she said, 
“Yes”, so we took the two 
big suitcases and one 
carryon bag to my car. If you 
had seen us in the parking 
lot, you would have laughed. 
The sight of two women 
trying to get two huge bags 
into my little car was price-

less, but we got them in with 
a little teamwork.  

As we drove to the campus 
of Tulsa University, it was 
awkward 
but I asked 
her many 
questions 
and eventu-
ally she 
asked ques-
tions of me 
and made 
statements 
about Tulsa. 
Some of the 
drive we 
were just silent. I’m sure she 
was overwhelmed so I was 
letting her go at her pace. 
When we arrived at her 
dorm at TU, we were ready 

for another adventure. 

We walked in and a girl from 
Vietnam was at the front 
desk. Checking in took 

awhile, but the Resi-
dent Assistant did a 
great job telling 
Queenie all about 
dorm life. We went up 
to her new room and I 
asked if she had some 
sheets and a pillow 
(an appropriate ques-
tion since it was 10:15 
p.m.) . .Wal-Mart here 
we come! On our way 
to Wally World, a cou-

ple other students invited 
Queenie to watch a movie 
with them later on. I was 
impressed.                                
Continued on pg. 3 
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What a blessing the net-
work churches have been 
over a 10 consecutive 
week period this semester. 
The meals they’ve pro-
vided have been fantastic! 
 
 Meeting at the home of 
Jerry and Ann Lout, a 
group of internationals 
gathered at the dinner ta-
ble each Friday evening. 
This gave way to warm 
conversation times among 
them and several Ameri-
can hosts. ALPHA fol-

lowed. 
Alpha is an introductory 
series on the Christian 
Faith.  As noted, it centers 
around a mealtime shared 
among seekers and believ-
ers. Dinner is followed by a 
presentation on a founda-
tional aspect of the Faith. 
This, in turn, leads to a 
special time of open dis-
cussion.  Dr. Kaveh Ker-
manshahi, a physician 
from Iran who came to 
Christ as an international 
student in Sweden, has 

been the presenter for this 
International Alpha. We’re 
so thankful for Kaveh’s 
gentle spirit and clear way 
of engaging the students 
with Gospel Truth. 
 

Many stimulating conver-
sations have risen out of 
the presentations. We’re 
believing for lasting fruit as 
the Word and Spirit of God 
faithfully engage the minds 
and hearts of the precious 
visitors to our land.  
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A while back I wrote of 
my five-year-old grand-
daughter’s question to 
me: “Grandpa, what are 
you going to be when you 
grow up?” Tara’s amus-
ing question had contrib-
uted to some already-
percolating thoughts of 
how best to utilize that 
remaining and priceless 
asset of my life called 

“time”. 
 
Isn’t it ironic that the truly 
significant things we are 
called upon to do in this 
temporal arena of time 
are those things dealing 
with the Kingdom of God 
– an otherworldly realm 
which transcends time 
altogether.  I wonder how 
intentional we are about 
stewarding this priceless 
asset – time. 
 
Is it true that I am primar-
ily a spirit-being that’s 
housed in a body? Is the 
core of my identity de-
fined by my relationship 

to a different kind of 
world? Or do I, on the 
other hand, give gener-
ous attention to those 
things the Bible refers to 
as corruptible, temporal 
and decaying? What are 
you pursuing? Where are 
your time, energy and 
resources invested? 
Maybe you’d join me in 
asking these questions of 
yourself in light of C.S. 
Lewis’ words: 
“If I find in myself a desire 
which no experience in 
this world can satisfy, the 
most probable explana-
tion is that I was made for 
another world” 

So many desks – thanks 
to Union Schools and 
Tulsa University. 
 
So the two double-length 
horse trailers along with 
drivers did their share, 
plus the pickups, a U-hall 
and other vehicles and 
friends.  Several students 
struggled with emotions 
when afterwards convey-
ing their sense of grati-
tude. It was something  
they had never imagined. 
Response from the help-

Why not use a horse 
trailer or two (well sani-
tized of course!) to make 
life more accommodating 
for new students. No, 
we’re not referring to liv-
ing quarters - though the 
connection is undeniably 
there! 
 
The Fall Semester Furni-
tureFest was arguably 
one of the best ever.  
Thanks to the generosity 
of Tulsa area Christians a 
good amount of used fur-
niture had been do-
nated. Warm hearted 
and hard working 
friends from networking 
churches greeted the 
newly arrived students, 
served drinks and dis-
pensed cookies, loaded 
and unloaded sofas, 
tables, mattresses and 
chairs. And DESKS!  

ers is, “this is our way of 
showing God’s love in a 
practical way”. Further 
connections followed up 
with ongoing English 

help, Bible discussions 
and friendship match-ups. 
 

Blessings Upon the 
many who contributed 
in so many ways and 
labored so energetically 
the many hours to make 
a difference in the name 
of Jesus. 
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ICO exists to glorify 
God by meeting 
practical and spiritual 
needs of international 
students through 
acts of service and 
through the 
proclamation of the 
gospel of Christ. 
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Several students 
struggled with emo-
tions when afterwards 
conveying their sense 
of gratitude  

Hay Ride 

	

If there’s a more suitable 
place for a down-home 
country hayride than the 
Oklahoma Hills we have 
yet to hear about it! 

 

Thanks to a super-sized 
offering of hospitality pre-
ceded by a ton of hard 
work by the hosts, Carroll 
Ranch became a great 
site for the international 
student outing in late Fall. 
A huge and roaring bon-
fire crackled as students 
and friends sat on a 
semi-circle of hay bales, 
munching freshly roasted 
hot dogs and all the trim-
mings. 

 

Hot cider was sipped and 
music filled the crisp night 
sky as accordion and gui-
tar lent background music 

for the spirited singing of 
a somewhat accented 
blend of multi-national 
voices. Business, Engi-
neering, and Psychology 
majors happily savored 
the special getaway time. 
Earlier, before dusk gave 
way to dark, students 
delighted in the arrival 
of an authentic cow-
boy atop his steed - 
complete with lasso 
and an expertly 
wielded bull whip. His 
antics were reminis-
cent of Buffalo Bill. 
What a baptism  into 
American culture! 

 

Rancher Chip Carroll 
shared with the group 
on God’s ways of pro-
viding Guidance as 
we  yield the owner-
ship and management 
of our lives over to 

Christ. Students of many 
religious and cultural 
backgrounds tracked 
closely with Chip’s testi-
mony.    THANKS Chip 
and Cathy and your team 
for a Delightful Evening of 
sharing authentic Friend-
ship and Faith.  
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How can a budding ro-
mance and a serious call 
to mission find common 
ground in the lives of a 
couple of college stu-
dents? A visit to the TU 
campus for a Thursday 
FIL was a good place to 
find the answer.  

The monthly Free Inter-
national Lunch, attended 
by international students 
of varying religious per-
suasions, gave evidence 
to the tender and sover-
eign work of God in link-
ing His eternal purposes 
together in the phenome-
non of young love.  

Where the topic of ro-

mance factors into a 
presentation to university 
students, it matters little 
what the nationalities of 
the couple are! Mark 
Crouch heads up the int’l 
student ministry team at 
Tulsa U. He and Esther 
Smith  (Canadian) met 
several years ago while in 
a Discipleship Training 
School with YWAM. Their 
service in The Gambia, 
Western Africa, served to 
bond their hearts to the 
call of God in Missions 
and – as time unfolded – 
to one another as well.   

At the FIL Mark and 
Esther shared a moving 
witness to the grace of 

God at work as they now 
make preparation for a 
July wedding, here on the 
TU campus.  Both are 
training for a future of 
service in medical mis-
sions. 

Continued from pg. 1 
 
We were on a mission to get 
sheets, a pillow, toothbrush 
and toothpaste, face wash, 
shampoo and various other 
toiletries she needed for her 
first night and morning in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. As I took 
her back to her new home 
for the next four years, 
Queenie seemed relaxed 
and ready to make her room 
her home. As I drove away, 
she watched me leave from 
the curb by her dorm. I was 
thinking as I left that I was so 
blessed to have been able to 
bless another person in such 
a practical way.  
 
Do you have a car? Can you 
drive an international student 
to their dorm room? You can 
bless another person and, in 
turn, you will be blessed. As 
the Nike commercial says, 
Just Do It! 
 
At this writing Joy was a mem-
ber of Believers Church in 
Tulsa, OK  and volunteering with 
ICO 
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