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MINDSET OF LOVE

he horrors of September

11 became not only an
attack on our nation and
thousands of innocents but
on our capacity as individuals
to exercise balanced judg-
ment. This reality applies
where the presence of inter-
national students as well as
other non-U.S. citizens is con-
cerned.

For many American Christians
these days our souls have
sometimes bounced from
compassion to hyper-
suspicion, then back again as
we consider the hundreds of
thousands of foreign students
on the campuses of our coun-

try. On the one hand we con-
tinue interceding for and ex-
tending our lives in friendship
toward the “stranger living
among us,” then occasionally
catch ourselves weighing the
possible motives and inten-
tions of some we befriend and
serve.

Of course it is appropriate for
us to realize that indeed a
different kind of “normal” is
emerging throughout our
great but hurting land. We're
being rightly coached by our
leaders to exercise a new
alertness to the environment
around us, conscious of possi-
ble dangers lurking.

Nevertheless, as followers of
Jesus Christ who “set his face
toward Jerusalem” in the face
of ultimate risk, we bear his
mandate to “Go!” and pro-
claim him among the nations.
Interestingly, it was that same
Jerusalem a few weeks later
to which crowds from many
nations came and received
the mighty gospel on the day
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of Pentecost (first century
counterparts of “international
students”).

We feel the best possible
response to Satan’s religion-
cloaked efforts to paralyze the
church through terror is for
devoted Christians all across
the land to counterattack with
the most powerful weapon of
all, the aggressively passion-
ate love of God in Christ. In-
deed, who knows when the
next Saul of Tarsus might
unwittingly start down their
surprise-laden Damascus
Road. In the wake of that
encounter long ago the Ro-
man Empire’s “normal” state
was also forever altered and
(ponder this) you are likely a
believer as a result!

So pray. Fan the flame of
friendship evangelism. The
fields of harvest are yet with
us, precious internationals for
whom Christ died. Let's
reach.—and keep reaching—
out.

WHAT’S BEEN COOKING?

M ost American college
students headed home
during summer break while
most internationals, espe-
cially grad students, remained
on campus throughout. Great
opportunities abounded to do
fun stuff with them on those
lazy, hazy, crazy days. Interna-
tional COOKOUTS are great
ways to express God’s love
through the Christian commu-
nity.

One family got a head start by
hosting an Easter Sunday
cookout (in Oklahoma this
can work).

Other fun stuff included soc-
cer, badminton, croquet,
hanging out in lawn chairs,
bible discussions under the
trees, and just getting ac-
quainted with wonderfully
diverse folks from all over.

Beyond the “burgers and
dogs” action, summertime

also meant the exciting ex-
pansion of the campus minis-
try. The International Student
Ministry Council, spearheaded
by seriously committed Chris-
tian students of various na-
tionalities, is now up and run-
ning. Jerry serves in an advi-
sory role. Teddy (Angola),
Paul (China), and Janet
(India) serve as officers.

Please pray for the team as a
number of outreaches are
underway and others soon
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question to consider.

What English word car-
ries with it that quality which
would give a person a better-
than-average chance of
“making it” in the face of chal-

THE DIRECTOR’S

DESKTOP

lenges? To put it another way,
what single ingredient awak-
ens within us a fresh sense of
hope? The almost buoyant
term that packages such
thoughts for me is the simple
word: Encouragement.

In our present world people
are keenly in need of and
responsive to the simplest
expressions of genuine en-
couragement. Last Spring a
friend of this ministry valiantly
made it to the finish line of
the Boston Marathon. | use

the word valiantly because
this gentleman and | happen
to be around the same age—
of grandpa vintage.

Whether you are a home-
maker, business professional,
pastor, or another kind of
“investor-in-people,” as you
read Dr. Ron Meyer’s account
of his exhilarating experience
in Boston, consider a couple
of ways you can be some-
one’s breath of fresh air, an
encourager, today—and be-
yond.

THE POWER OF ENCOURAGEMENT

I[ ran my first marathon at
age fifty-five and eventually
qualified for the Boston Mara-
thon.

On race morning | rested and
waited with 15,605 racers.
Helicopters buzzed overhead,
airplanes pulled advertising
streamers, and TV monitors
showed different sites along
the 26.219-mile course. Ex-
citement was in the air.

My race began when the elec-
tronic chip on my right foot
crossed the starting line.

| never realized so many
things would encourage me
up and down the hills and
over the miles. The cheering
crowd, cameras, bands, peo-
ple at the water stations, the
runners’ colors, and occa-
sional recognition of the ORU
uniform my university gave
me to wear were part of it.

Char and our friends cheered
at miles 9, 19 and 25. The
screaming students at Welles-
ley College and loud crowds
the last two miles created a
euphoric, highly emotional
and exciting experience. It
made the marathon pain in

By Ron Meyers

my legs, chest, and arms
more endurable.

During our wedding | experi-
enced tears of joy when Char
walked down the aisle. | was
emotional when our sons
graduated from the Air Force
Academy and ORU.

But I did not know that this
side of heaven such pure
excitement and joy could be
sustained for a three hour
forty-three minute run.

| understand heaven a little
better. Hebrews 12:1 says,
“...Since we are surrounded
by such a great cloud of wit-
nesses, let us throw off every-
thing that hinders...and run

with perseverance the race
marked out for us.”

God will bring us “into his
glorious presence with mighty
shouts of everlasting

joy.” (Jude 25 Living Bible)
These are good reasons to
run God’s marathon well. The
stakes are higher and the
prize more enduring. You
have the power to cheer me
on and | can do the same for

you.

It has been said that when a
cow calves, other cows “moo”
long and loud giving encour-
agement. If cows and Boston
crowds can encourage, then
surely we should encourage
each other. We too can
“...encourage one another
and build each other up...." (1
Thessalonians 5:11)

Encouragement from others
makes marathons fun. “Atta
boy. Keep up the good work.
Looking good. Keep the pace.
Finish strong. You're almost
there. You can make it.” This
is what | hear from crowds
and runners. They fit God’s
marathon too. Keep up the
good work.
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BEAR TRAP 2001-02 PROJECT

ere’s your opportunity to
make a big difference.
Please read on!

Jerry Lout has been asked to
serve this year as program
director for InterVarsity’s In-
ternational Student New
Year’s Houseparty. This an-
nual week-long event gives
students from a number of
North American campuses a
chance to spend New Years
week at Bear Trap Ranch.

Speakers challenge students
to consider the claims of the
Christian faith. Students are

assigned to family groups for
activities and discussion.

Sponsoring organizations
provide program staff and
family group leaders. Winter
sports and a New Year’s Eve
party provide welcome fun
and social opportunities for
the international students.
The ranch is located in a se-

cluded mountain valley above
Colorado Springs at about

9,000 feet. Most of the stu-
dents who attend are not
Christians. Usually at least
one or two students make a
decision for Christ at each
House Party.

Student feedback shows that
at least 80% of all students
who attend return home, at-
tend Bible studies, join in
Christian-sponsored activities,
or indicate that they are more
inclined to consider the
claims of Christ.

Jerry and other program
staffers have taken students
to the New Year’s House Party
over the last seven years.

Costs have increased for this
ministry outreach and spon-
sorships are necessary to
make it possible for students
to participate.

Any gift you can contribute in
any size will be very much
appreciated and will serve as
a valuable investment in the
lives of students in need of

the gospel of Christ.

To sponsor one or more stu-
dents and program staff
please use the following
guidelines:

One student-$360
Five students — $1,800

Ten students — $3,600

Please make all checks pay-
able to I.C.O. The enclosed
envelope may serve for either
this project or for the neces-
sary operating expenses of
ICO.

All contributions are tax de-
ductible.

NETWORK NUGGETS

M aybe a modern para-
phrase of Jesus’ high-
priestly prayer of John 17
could include, “May they net-
work together in oneness.” At
any rate, it is the kind of ob-
jective that is certainly being
realized within the ranks of
the yet-evolving International
Student Ministry Network
(ISMN).

The ISMN began forming
about three years ago as vari-
ous ministries in the Tulsa
area became aware of oppor-
tunities for teaming up in
outreach to international stu-
dents. The common dream:
bring students, through loving
acts of service, to the knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ.

A real excitement is gener-
ated whenever fruit is pro-

duced through such commu-
nity dynamics, especially
when seekers come to Christ.

Through various friendships
the hearts of a married stu-
dent couple from Asia had
been bending ever forward in

discussion and in leading the
student to salvation.

Meanwhile, the ethnic church
the new convert had been at-
tending near campus was in-
strumental the same week in
bringing another Asian student

the direction of
the gospel. A
Bible study on
campus one Fri-
day prompted
serious soul-
searching as the
topic of forgive-
ness was dis-
cussed. Minutes

to the Lord. This
church, the busi-
nessman and the
two campus or-
ganizations, all
part of the ISMN,
all were involved
in seeing these
dear students
won to Christ.

later the young
husband indicated he wanted
to receive God'’s forgiveness
in his life. Two campus minis-
tries and a Christian business-
man took part in the Bible

How beautiful. To
the triune God be the glory!
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ICO ACTIVITIES

Fall & Spring New Student Orientation
Friendship Partners

English Corner

Exploring the Christian Faith
Holiday House Parties

Sunday Evening Chapel

Practical Services

e Buying and maintaining a car
e Driving lessons

e  Moving assistance

e Used furniture purchases

e Banking assistance

e Help with legal requirements
Bible Study

Cultural Opportunities

Support & Encouragement

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY NETWORK
ICO coordinates a fellowship of more
than a dozen churches in ministry to the
international community.

PRAY WITH US

ANSWERED PRAYER

Last issue we asked for prayer for “M”.
This Middle Eastern student who had
received Christ has stayed in the states
for a time. This student now has more
opportunities to be disciplined in the
faith before returning home to a possibly
hostile environment. Thanks for praying!

OTHER PRAYER NEEDS

In October ICO sponsored a trip to Bran-
son, MO where eleven Indian and Chi-
nese students saw The Promise, a musi-
cal stage production on the life of Jesus.
They were all strongly affected by the
production and meaningful discussion
followed. Pray with us that spiritual fruit
will come from this powerful witness.

A Chinese student recently shared that
after her received Christ last year be
began sharing the gospel with his family
back home. His mother and brother now
are followers of Jesus! Believe with us
that more and more converted students
will be bold to proclaim their new, joyous
faith.



