
During the journey of every Christ-centered ministry a wonderful phenomenon now and then occurs - the unpre-
dictable intersecting of like-minded people whose giftings and graces merge. Such “mergers” often result in greatly 
increased effectiveness in critical areas of service. Enter Dan and Maggie Sterling. 

For several years ICO has sponsored regular on-campus lunches for international students. These are called 
FIL (Free International Lunch). Throughout this Summer, the TU Wesley center was home EVERY WEEK to these 
tasty buffet luncheons. Great food, fun give-aways, English slang highlights and an inspira-
tional Christ-focused talk are characteristics of each FIL.  Multiplied students are regularly 
touched by the reality of Christ’s Truth and Love here. 

From early this Summer when we first “intersected” with Dan and Maggie there came an 
awareness that a co-laboring dynamic was in the works.. at least for this season in their 
lives. The ICO team is immensely grateful for the awesome food preparation skills and Christ 
like spirit this couple brings both to the kitchen and to the international student community on 
campus. Join us in praying God’s continued guidance in the lives of this sterling couple! 

My experience in an exchange program in Tulsa started the same as most 
international students that leave their homes. I felt totally alone because I didn´t 
know anyone in town. I don©t know if it was a coincidence but I met Jerry at the 
International Student Office in my first week in Tulsa. Thank God because my 
life became much better after this. 

Some events that I participated in were meetings, bible study, the Alpha 
course, picnics, FIL and some church services. 

These were of greatest importance during my time in Tulsa. There is no 
word to explain the importance of these events. It was really meaningful be-
cause getting together made it possible to meet new friends and, consequently, 
I felt less alone. For instance, I met Ryan who became one of my best friends in 
town. 

The Alpha course was an excellent opportunity to grow in faith, to better know Christ and share experiences with 
people from many countries in the world.  

I also realized how different Americans are from the ones shown on TV in Brazil. I hadn´t seen any American TV 
program showing religion in the US.  But spiritual life in the US was a great surprise for me. From TV viewing back 
home I thought the only thing that Americans were interested in was in fuel and war. But now I know it was a big 
mistake from my part and I think the spiritual side of life was the most important thing that I learned in US. Thanks to 
everyone who helped me this way!     

     Best Regards, Fabricio (Post-doctoral Researcher now back home in Brazil) 
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From TV viewing back home I thought the only thing that Americans were interested in was 
in fuel and war. But now I know it was a big mistake from my part and I think the spiritual 

side of life was the most important thing that I learned in US.  

The ICO team is immensely grateful for the awesome food preparation  
skills and Christ like spirit this couple brings both to the kitchen and to  

the international student community on campus.  

Ryan Lawrence with Fabricio  



Good news. What does this term imply? 
One of the principal implications of “good news” as found in Scrip-
ture is related to a second expression - the “POWER of GOD”. 
“for I am not ashamed of the gospel (good news) of Christ be-
cause it is the power of God bringing salvation” (Romans 1:16) 
Early December in Tulsa found a young student from an ultracon-
servative Islamic nation accepting an invitation to sit in on a 
Christian memorial service - his first ever. 
After the celebration service, as he and his host/friend walked to 

their car, the student said, “I enjoyed this. I really enjoyed the music.”   He went on to  
say in earnest that his “favorite song” in the service (remember we’re talking about a 
likely first exposure to GOSPEL music) was 
“he came from heaven to earth to show the way – from the earth to the cross my debt to 
pay – from the cross to the grave – from the grave to the sky. Lord I lift your Name on 
high.”        

“Can I find a cd with this music?”, the student asked. 
How is it that, of all the things sung and spoken and read during a Christian memorial 
service, the single most meaningful part to a young Muslim visitor was the succinct mes-
sage set to music of the Incarnation, Death, Burial, Resurrection and Ascension of Je-
sus Christ. This, in view of the facts that Islam denies the death and resurrection of Je-
sus and that Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian believers defined the GOSPEL in pre-
cisely these terms.   Transforming Power. Glad tidings indeed! 

Where does a newcomer turn when faced with T.S.! 

Transportation Stress (we made it up) descends on any num-
ber of new students their first days after landing in the states. 

“Sooo, this city has no public transportation system?” 

 Well, yes, umm, in a way. You see, public transportation in 
Tulsa has something of an exclusive air about it.  The pas-
senger is usually, apart from the dirver, the exclusive person 
on the bus!  Naturally, large cities - New York, Los Angeles, 
Chicago - these have lots of subways and buses. Not cities 
like Tulsa. The American culture of independent  thinking and 
doing is vividly reflected in how we tend to view and practice 
localized travel.  

So.  How about a CAR Clinic (Cars-Advice-Resources)?  The idea seemed to carry 
some promise. 

Our first-ever clinic kicked off on a Saturday in mid-September. Oddvar Naustvik ably 
guided students through classified ad hunting, how to negotiate a good buy, insurance 
and car tag requirements.   

A few weeks later, with the aid of three good-hearted mechanics, international students 
were given a host of practical automotive insights. The photo here highlights John 
McCants demonstrating how to check for brake pad wear.  

Results of the CAR clinic?   ICO  feels that with a little TLC…well, T.S. is N.G. (nearly 
gone).  You might like to pray for several students who’ll soon be taking their driving 
tests! 
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He guided the students through classified ad  
hunting, how to negotiate a good buy,  
insurance and car tag requirements.    

Continued from pg. 3 

Loading furniture. Haul-
ing furniture. Unloading 
furniture. Again and 
Again and Again. This 
activity was done for the 
FurnitureFest and for 
moving a Tulsa ethnic 
church to their new loca-
tion. Additionally the 
team of five ministered 
through skits, testimoni-
als, smiles, prayer walks 
and one-on-one ministry 
to students and non-
students alike.  And for 
this we say a hearty 
“Thank You for serving - 
Baltimore team!”  



Whoever said grand-parenting is for the elderly?  Ann and Jerry Lout have been finding that youthfulness is not only 
(somewhat) preserved but that having a youthful mindset is indispensable in keeping up with 1-2-4-7-9-11- and 13-
year olds! (that’s right,  seven of them) With kids and grandkids all momentarily present in this part of the world they 
rallied around to throw a birthday party for Grandpa Jerry – his 60th.  

The Francophone Africa two and four-year-olds bring an added dimension to grand-parenting. It’s a bit humbling 
having a near toddler tutor you in the French language. Scott and Sarah came with the little ones to Tulsa for a visit 
this Summer. Scott’s role as Communications Manager with World Vision  in the country of Mali opens many oppor-
tunities for life and witness sharing in this predominantly Muslim nation which ranks among the world’s poorest.  It 
was great having him give testimony before international students for our campus FIL (Free International Lunch).  

Jerry and Ann are looking to make a ministry (and family) visit to Bamako, Mali next June.  Perhaps you’d like to 
contribute to the travel costs of this venture; more info available as time approaches. Thanks for praying for the Ba-
mako Louts …and for those youthful grandparents. �
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“Jerry, I would like to visit your church. Do you think that could be possible?” 

The new student from a Pacific Island nation came with hardly any exposure to Christianity throughout her lifetime. 
On a rare occasion as a child her mother had taken her to a church. This, however, left no meaningful impression 
and none of her family members seemed to hold to any faith.  Yet, here she was recently arrived in Tulsa, at our 
luncheon, “inviting herself” to attend a house of worship. 

As it happened we had matched the young lady with a friendship family and she was to be their guest for dinner the 
same Sunday. A little arranging provided the family an opportunity to invite her to their Sunday morning service and 
on to their home for lunch afterwards.  During the meal visit, the student asked about a certain cult group which had 
earlier contacted her in an effort to draw her into some “discussions”.  Her host family was able to share with her the 
difference between trusting Christ for salvation vs. striving for it through religion or good works. 

The student’s response to the Gospel was, “I like this kind!” Some  clarification followed about Christ’ work on the 
cross and the host mother led her in a prayer of repentance and faith… sometime after dessert! Further follow-up is 
ongoing. Please pray for Diane as she helps nurture this student into a deeper walk with the Lord. 
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On a rare occasion as a child her mother had taken her to a church. This, however, left no 
meaningful impression and none of her family members seemed to hold to any faith. 
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Short term mission teams. Where do they come from? What are their desti-

nations? Why do they do it?! 

We in Tulsa believe we have some answers, well at least some answers 
about one such team.  

Community Gospel  is a vibrant, Christ-centered congregation just outside 
Baltimore, Maryland. The mission team this church sent to OKLAHOMA came 
ready to serve – big time! 

Service is the first reason they came. After that was service. Finally they 
came to render service. Team leader Dave Harrington summed it up early on 
with words like, “whatever you have for us to do that can fit with your vision, 
that’s what we want to do” Simple as that. No fanfare and no superlative-laced 
language. They came to serve, not to impress folks. They ended up doing both - 
big time! Continued on pg. 2 
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·  A number of new Saudi Arabian stu-
dents are engaged now in friend-
ships. Pray that these friendships will 
grow deeper and that favorable op-
portunities may arise for sharing the 
Great News. 

·  Agree with us for wisdom and guid-
ance as we consider the possibility of 
acquiring property at the university.  


