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Saturday's Strings N Things

CAR Clinics

Help with Furniture
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Christ-centered Spiritual Renewal on
Area Campuses

Our many Muslim and Hindu friends

A Near Campus Hospitality/Ministry
Center

Funding to Increase Outreach Ser-
vices

Added staff and Resources

International "Welcome Brunch

Women all over the world have many things in common re-
gardless of their backgrounds or cultures. In September, 35
women came together to see just how much they had in common | | I & e et
regarding the tradition of weddings. .

ICO hosted a "Ladies' Welcome Brunch" to meet and greet the
newly arrived international ladies on the TU campus. The theme
was "Wedding Traditions" and it proved to be a very popular
theme!

Women from China, Bangladesh, India and Peru joined
American friends for a morning of feasting on wonderful brunch
foods. Several wedding dresses were hung for display and many
wedding pictures, old and new, were also brought. It was great
fun for the women to share these traditions as they ate,
talked, laughed and made new friends.

We had the opportunity to share from the Bible about God's design for a Christian marriage and how it is the
picture of Christ's relationship with the church. A unity candle was lit to demonstrate how two lives become one. We
even had a wedding table, complete with a small wedding cake and a punch bowl, nuts and mints. Several of the
international ladies shared about wedding customs and traditions in their countries.

We had the opportunity to share from the Bible about God's design for a

Christian marriage and how it is the picture of Christ's relationship with the church

All'in all it was a great start to a new school year as we planted seeds and talked about God's love. Several
more ladies' get- togethers are being planned and everyone looks forward to these times where differences fall away
and hearts are united in friendship.

Through the years since FurnitureFest was launched, we’'ve come to feel there’s no single event which more power-
fully impacts students at the level of “felt need” as does this action-packed day of service.

Multiple Christians representing a number of fellowships invest time, physical strengths and

resources in this high-energy endeavor. One of many objectives is to spare new studentsthe [. /.01

dismay of learning they'll be spending their first nights in the USA sleeping directly on a floor.
.and with no table or desk upon which to set their books . .and without a chair to offer a visit-

ing guest. + (

THANKS Networking Churches across Tulsa
for serving our most recent arrivals in His Name

“l was a stranger and you welcomed me”
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"Two men please God -
who serves him with all
his heart because he
knows him; who seeks
him with all his heart be-
cause he knows him not"
-Nikita lvanovich Panin

"The Scriptures were not
given to increase our

knowledge but to change
our lives." -D.L. Moody

“The amount of destruction caused by wildfires culm inated

in a Dec. 30 declaration of emergency by Gov. Brad  Henry, a
statewide burn ban for all 77 Oklahoma counties. .” (2005 OK
media report)

The grassland blazes those months ago took me back to my high
school days in Preston, OK.

The small rural community responded to wildfires with a ragtag
but willing team of H.S. juniors and seniors who would be called
out of class on short notice whenever a prairie fire threatened the
grazing lands and homes of nearby ranchers and farmers. Hours
later we would drag our weary, ash-adorned bodies and char-blackened faces to the
Volunteer Fire Dept’s big white water truck for the ride back to school and home.

Smokey the Bear reminds us that fire can be damaging, even deadly.

But there is also the purifying and redemptive nature of fire, as with precious metals
when put to intensely high levels of heat or as with the Maasai grasslands of Africa
which are purposely burned off to rid the land of harmful insects and give it a chance at
rebirthing acres of lush green for the herdsman’s many cattle. Renewal.

Spirit-driven Prayer Initiatives on college campuses, as TU has been experiencing,
can give rise to another kind of Fire. This, in fact, is something of a goal among many
college-age believers.

It is a fact that the fires of Spiritual Renewal through the generations have typically
burst upon communities out of purposeful and passionate heart cries as seekers simply
acknowledge afresh, “We need God here.”. More than athletics, more than academics,
more than activities. Our need is Him. Could you join us by pausing, even now, to voice
your own hope for personal, transformational revival. Then follow with setting aside
more time to seek Him. Fresh fire could be just ahead.

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” Jer 29:13
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Saturday nights aLive! Every week now at the University

with sounds of stringed instruments. Strings n Things presently

will be foot-tapping to mandolin, banjo, violin....(maybe harp, wh
knows?)

Art Christie with Friends of Internationals
(YWAM) is pictured with Jerry where they had
fun promoting Strings during a recent FIL. An
Asian student happily drinks in the sounds.
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“It was amazing!” Tan exclaimed.

Engineering student, Tan Nguyen, was smiling broadly
as he shared his story during Fall Semester before an
audience at Asbury Church. Asbury was hosting a series
of classes for folks in the congregation to learn about
cross-cultural evangelism.

What had amazed Tan was the warmth of friendship
offered him, beginning some 21 months ago. Friendship
with no strings attached. Christian people just extending
multiple kindnesses throughout the months following his
arrival from Vietnam. His wife, Lan, had joined him along
the way. Months later their first child, Ryan, came into
the world. Mother-in-law arrived from Vietnam for the
occasion. One American lady, an off-duty Registered
Nurse spent most of the day at the hospital lending
moral support, her reassuring presence making a deep
impression on the young, first time parents. Grandmother was moved as well.

Tan had received lots of help with his English skills through a new friend, Jeremy. Further, the family had been i
duced to the Trans, a gracious Christian Viethamese family living nearby. With passing of time, one by one,

What had amazed Tan was the warmth of friendship offered him,

beginning some 21 months ago. Friendship with no strings attached.

For several weeks now the basement of TU’s Wesley center is rockin

fea-

tures guitars, along with good, bible-based song lyrics to help spring-
board discussions on The Faith. Soon students and instrumentalists
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the new mother and daddy and mother-in-law all were led into beautiful relationships with Christ. Witnessing their

water baptism shortly afterward was cause for great celebration among the several special friends who, through
Christ, had become family to them. Amazing, indeed. Amazing grace.
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